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Cassis legislation helps caretakers of 
disabled residents 

 
The House Tax Policy Committee today approved Senate Bill 859 by state Sen. Nancy 

Cassis that helps the caretakers of disabled residents by extending the principal residence 

property tax exemption to qualifying irrevocable trusts. 

Disabled residents that wish to remain in their homes may transfer these and other assets 

to irrevocable trusts, which are often managed by parents, spouses or children.  Current law 

creates an unfair tax burden by making the home liable to the 18-mill non-homestead tax 

designation.  Under Cassis’ legislation, the savings on a qualified residence permits the money to 

be used toward the expenses of the disabled persons. 

“Today, the House Tax Policy Committee passed my legislation to remove this inequity 

by allowing the trust to receive the lower principal residence exemption of six mills,” said 

Cassis, R-Novi and chair of the Senate Finance Committee.  “I am pleased that Oakland County 

Treasurer Pat Dohany brought his to my attention and came to Lansing to provide his own 

insight before the committee.” 

Dohany testified in support of the legislation. 

“I think it clears up an inequity in the Proposal A legislation that didn’t address people 

with disabilities,” Dohany said. 

The measure now goes before the full House. 

##### 

Note: Audio and a photo of the senator testifying are available on her Web site, located at 
senate.michigan.gov/gop/senator/cassis. 
  


